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PREFACE1

With its theme, “Philosophy and Vain Deceit,” the purpose of this
lectureship is to expose the deceptive philosophy in our land which is
leading men to reject God, costing them their souls, and ruining our
society. I am for people thinking, but I am not for people thinking they
can direct their own steps. Jeremiah 10:23 states: “O Lord, I know that
the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps.” Moreover, Solomon wrote: “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Pro.
14:12; 16:25). Humanists think there is only one way—man’s. Their
thinking is wrong, but it appears that many in our society agree with
them. People must be made to understand that there are only two paths
on which man can travel—God’s (which leads to salvation, Mt. 7:14),
and Satan’s way (which leads to eternal torment, Mt. 7:13). It is one or
the other, man cannot travel on both ways at the same time, for Man
cannot serve God and mammon (Josh. 24:19; Mt. 6:24; Lk. 16:13)!

INTRODUCTION

Certain aspects of Humanism have been obvious in man’s behavior
almost from the beginning of time. However, as a philosophical and
literary movement, Humanism is generally credited to have originated
in Italy during the second half of the fourteenth century. Throughout
the Renaissance and Age of Enlightenment periods in history, Human-
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ism transitioned itself through several phases as it spread into other
countries of Europe. Today, Humanism is thought of as a philosophy
which recognizes the value of man and makes him the measure of all
things. Basically, denying God and all other spiritual realities,
Humanism makes man the ultimate being, a being who came to be by
blind chance and through evolution over a period of millions of years.
This being the case, it is easy to see why Humanists have a problem
with God. Reading the literature published by the Humanists, no one
can deny that they have declared war on God, His Word, His pattern for
salvation, His church and His plan for mankind. Needless to say, no
faithful Christian can be a Humanist!

Several years ago, I received a letter from a listener to the radio
program on which I spoke in Livingston, Tennessee. The listener
asked: “Can a Christian be a Mason?” After much study on the
Masonic belief system (I deem it the Masonic religion), I was obligated
to answered with a firm “No!” While the tenets of Humanism and the
Masonic belief system may seem to be at opposite poles of the religious
system, in actuality they share some commonality. They both claim not
to be a religion, when in fact they are (Humanism was declared to be
a religion in 1961, in the case of Torcasco vs. Watkins). They both
claim not to deny God, when in fact they deny every pattern and
position of authority He holds.

HUMANISM EARLY ON

 During Renaissance times, Humanism was neither opposed to God
nor religion. In those day, coming out of the Dark Ages, the word
“Humanism” was used to emphasize the importance of man, but was
not used to belittle or exclude God. As a philosophical movement, it
began with an interest in defending the value and freedom of man.2 By
the time of the Age of Enlightenment in France, those professing to be
Humanists de-emphasized God. Many were agnostics. Some were
atheists. In any case, they did not see God as being intimately involved
in the affairs of men. Deism (the belief in God, but a God who was not
involved in the affairs of men) became the concept in vogue. With
these surges of exalting the value of man came an examination of the
“problems” of God and providence of man’s soul. The “enlightened”
conclusions reached from the “intellectual” argumentation of the day
amounted to something like the medieval assumptions having to do
with the “wrongness of God” and the “true value of man.” The
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conclusions necessitated a new purpose for mankind and a fresh
initiative for the world. In seeking these things, a new civil function for
religion and a “modern” concept of religious tolerance had to be
devised. Studying their material and seeing how men took it to reach
further ideals, you can almost hear the marching of the communists!

With what has been said at this point, could you list a few people
who hold, at least to a minimum degree, Humanistic views concerning
God and His authority? I dare say most of us can name a few. Perhaps
we might even know of a few preachers who could be placed on that
list. Keep in mind that for one to espouse the philosophy of Humanism,
he does not have to wear a shirt that says: “I am a Humanist, so watch
out for me!” In its capturing of its victims, Humanism is much more
subtle than that. For example, if you are wavering in your belief in God
and His power, you could be philosophizing yourself away from God!

THE HUMANISTS’ RELIGION—
GODLESS, GUIDELESS, AND GAUDY

Godless

Humanists in former days would not openly admit that they were
a religion. They would say that they were part of a movement. Those
days passed, then Humanists proclaimed themselves to be propounding
a “new” religion—Humanism!

Three so-called “manifestos” have been written by the Humanists.
Humanist Manifesto I, written in 1933, before World War II, reflected
a very optimistic attitude. Due to the depressing conditions around the
world, mankind was down to an extremely low point. Some felt that it
was time to perfect humanity. There were fifteen major themes to this
manifesto, which included:

The universe was self-existing and not created; that man is a
result of a continuous natural process; that mind is a projection
of body and nothing more; that man is molded mostly by his
culture; that there is no supernatural; that man has outgrown
religion and any idea of God; that man’s goal is the development
of his own personality, which ceases to exist at death; that man
will continue to develop to the point where he will look within
himself and to the natural world for the solution to all his
problems; that all institutions and/or religions that in some way
impede this “human development” must be changed; that social-
ism is the ideal form of economics; and that all of mankind
deserves to share in the fruits from following the above tenets.3
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Humanist Manifesto I contains the statement: “Though we consider the
religious forms and ideas of our fathers as being no longer adequate,
the quest for the good life is still the central task for mankind.”4

A clear and blatant disregard for God was even more aggressively
obvious in Humanist Manifesto II. By the time of its writing in 1973,
Humanists had become discontent with just allowing mankind to
“evolve,” so they sought to more rapidly arrive at man’s “zenith” by
being more militant and evangelistic. Humanists intensified the
“religious” theme expressed in Humanist Manifesto I and quickly
became a religion with a message that will save the world. There was
a new god in town, but this time he is man.

Humanist Manifesto II clearly spells out the Humanists’ belief
system. To see that this is the case, consider the quotes from Humanist
Manifesto II below.

First ... We believe, however, that traditional dogmatic or
authoritarian religions that place revelation, God, ritual, or creed
above human needs and experience do a disservice to the human
species. Any amount of nature should pass the tests of scientific
evidence; in our judgment, the dogmas and myths of traditional
religions do not do so. Even at this late date in human history,
certain elementary facts based upon the critical use of scientific
reason have to be restated. We find insufficient evidence for
belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is either meaningless
or irrelevant to the question of the survival and fulfillment of the
human race. As non-theists, we begin with humans not God,
nature not deity. Nature may indeed be broader and deeper than
we now know; any new discoveries, however, will but enlarge
our knowledge of the natural ...

But we can discover no divine purpose or providence for the
human species. While there is much that we do not know,
humans are responsible for what we are or will become. No deity
will save us; we must save ourselves.

Second: Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal
damnation are both illusory and harmful. They distract humans
from present concerns, from self-actualization, and from
rectifying social injustices. Modern science discredits such
historic concepts as the “ghost in the machine” and the “separa-
ble soul.” Rather, science affirms that the human species is an
emergence from natural evolutionary forces ... There is no
evidence that life survives death of the body.
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Traditional religions are surely not the only obstacles to human
progress. Other ideologies also impede human advance. Some
forms of political doctrine, for instance, function religiously,
reflecting the worst features of orthodoxy and authoritarianism,
especially when they sacrifice individuals on the altar of Utopian
promises.5

Humanism begins and ends with man. To the Humanist, man is
number one, the arbiter of all things! When we compare this ideology
to God’s Word, we immediately see the conflict. The Bible begins with
God (Gen. 1:1; Jn.1:1-3) and ends with God! (Rev. 22:20-21).

Guideless

Every faithful Bible student will readily admit that there is no true
guide for life outside of God (2 Pet. 3:15). Looking for help and
guidance on certain matters, we can purchase self-help books, tune in
to television’s most popular motivational speakers, lean on good
friends and relatives, and even consult our consciences from time-to-
time. However, considering all the options available to us, no one can
compare to God and the guidance He provides in His Word. Humanism
rejects this approach to living.

Humanists insist that they do not need a “higher power” to aid them
in their decisions. They have it all figured out. Not only have they
figured it all out, they have succinctly put it into only three manifestos!
An obvious question is: “If one who is a Humanist has it all figured out,
and other people need to “convert” to Humanism in order to enjoy life
at its best, does this not place Humanism in the position of being the
superior religion and belief system?” It does, at least in their minds!

The simple fact that the Humanist says, “traditional dogmatic or
authoritarian religions that place revelation, God, ritual, or creed above
human needs and experience do a disservice to the human species”
speaks volumes concerning the attack against the guidance of God in
Christianity.6 They cannot make such claims, then say that “they” are
not at war with Christianity. The Humanist actually wants no guide. He
desires only to do what pleases himself. Of course, he desires for others
to follow his guidance.
Gaudy

Humanism is arrogance gone to seed! For someone to say he does
not need God, and that putting God at the head of every decision is a
“disservice to the human species,” is a slap in the face of our Creator!
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When I hear the word “gaudy,” I envision several large rings on
small fingers or an oversized and brightly colored brooch on a ladies’
dress—all being displayed to say, “Look at me! Am I not fabulous?”
This is how the Humanists present themselves with their pseudointel-
lectual philosophy. They might say they are not at war with Christ and
Christianity, but when they conclude that they do not need Him, and
that people should “look to them” for the answers, they are at war with
Christ and Christianity (Lk. 11:23). Humanists admit they are still
searching for the “good life,” and that this is the “central task for
mankind!” When a Godless, guideless person becomes his own central
task, he is not only gaudy—he is lost!

CHRISTIANITY’S RELIGION—
GODLY, GUIDED, AND GRACIOUS

When one is baptized and enters into God’s saving grace (Eph. 2:5,
8), he/she begins a path of godliness. As previously stated, the Bible
begins and ends with God. He was there before creation, and He will
still be there after all of physical creation ceases to be (2 Pet. 3:9-11).
There is but one true God (Mk. 12:32; Eph. 4:4-6). And, it is only
through Jesus Christ that one can come to Him (Jn. 14:6). Paul penned
these words to the church in Ephesus,

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ (Eph. 2:11-13).

God lets us know, in no uncertain terms, that there is nothing outside
of Christ that will benefit our soul’s destiny. Therefore, Paul could
confidently write: “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch-
able riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8).

Godly

When Paul argued with the Greek philosophers of his day, he
testified about the sustaining power of God, saying:

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
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hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we
live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring (Acts 17:24-28).

A religious Philosopher, named Richard Purtill, stated:

... if we begin to ask fundamental questions about the universe,
and follow the argument where it leads us, then it will lead us to
belief in God; that is when we examine the evidence of history
and of human experience, we will be compelled to acknowledge
that the only satisfactory explanation of the evidence leads us to
Christianity. Such Christians acknowledge that there is still a gap
between intellectual assent and commitment to a Christian way
of life, but they believe that reason is neither opposed to such a
commitment nor irrelevant to it—rather, it is the best possible
ground for it.7

The French philosopher Pascal said: “The evidence of God’s existence
and His gift is more than compelling, but those who insist that they
have no need of Him will always find ways to discount His offer.”8

While the Humanist Manifesto II states that mankind must save itself,
we can know the Bible teaches otherwise.

In order to combat the self-exaltation of mankind, the Bible makes
the path to salvation extremely clear. Salvation is not attained by
anything that we might do separate and apart from God.

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast (Eph. 2:4-9).

While Peter and the other apostles did preach on Pentecost that those
murdering sinners were to “save themselves,” the apostles were not
teaching that the sinners there were to become Humanists and attempt
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to go at it alone! They were teaching those on that day (and everyone
since that day) that there was a wrong that needed to be righted. Their
sin needed to be forgiven. On that Pentecost, there were many souls
needing forgiveness and cleansing of their sins! The same is true today.
We need Jesus and God in order that we might live life at its best today,
and be ushered into eternal life tomorrow (2 Pet. 1:3).

Guided

Every decision that a child of God makes must be made in keeping
with the will of God. Everyday, one has to make a myriad of
decisions—what to wear, how to behave, what to eat, with whom to
associate, and how to treat others. We live, as God’s children, accord-
ing to His laws. Yes, they are binding upon all mankind, but not all
mankind submit to them! Sadly, not all of God’s children are obedient
to them either!

Humanists are like the Pharisees in Jesus’ day. Outwardly they may
be “good” people (according to the world’s standards), but inwardly
they are rebellious souls heading for eternal damnation. They do not
recognize the authority in God’s Word, and for this they will be
eternally sorry!

As Christians, we understand that there must be doctrine—Christ’s
doctrine, to be sure (2 Jn. 9-10). Carrying out worship to God and
doing the work of the church would be impossible without authority
(Col. 3:17). The challenging of God’s authority did not originate with
the modern day Humanists. It began with Adam and Eve, about 6,000
years ago! So, learning a lesson from Adam and Eve, when Humanists
challenge the guidance of God, the Christian should remember that
Paul said: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” He went on to
write that the Word of God is “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16).
Jeremiah said it this way: “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23).
In other words, man needs for God to guide him. And, God has given
us His Word to guide us. We cannot make it on our own!

God has never demanded anything of anyone without giving them
the proper guidelines that they might need. Hebrews 1:1-2 says that in
days gone by, God gave His guidelines to men in various ways, but that
now gives them to us through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ words are
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contained within the New Testament (Jn. 12:48). God guided Noah in
the building of the ark, and He guided Moses in building the tabernacle.
Relative to the plan of salvation, and the New Testament church, God
has given us guidance and instruction. Humanists disregard God’s
authority and insultingly charges: “You are a disservice to humanity.”
Indeed!

Gracious

Everyday we should gain a greater appreciation for the grace God
is bestowing upon us as His children. In considering God’s grace, the
old illustration of the man drowning in the sea comes to mind. While
the man is drowning, those safe on the vessel attempt to save him by
throwing out a lifeline. That is grace. He did nothing to deserve the
lifeline—it was his fault that he was in the sea. Likewise, when a man
is drowning in the sea of sin, it is his own fault. God owes him nothing
and he certainly does not deserve the lifeline (Christ) God has offered
to save him. But, because of His love and grace, God is concerned with
getting the drowning man out of the sea of sin and back to safety. Let
us not forget John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8-10.

Humanism rejects man’s need for the salvation that Christ makes
possible through His death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:1-4).
Ultimately, the resurrection is the seal and hope of every Christian
(1 Cor. 15:13-14). When answering a skeptic concerning the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, Lord Darling, once a chief justice of England,
stated:

We, as Christians, are asked to take a very great deal on trust, the
teachings, for example, and the miracles of Jesus. If we had to
take all on trust, I for one, should be skeptical. The crux of the
problem of whether Jesus was, or was not, what He proclaimed
Himself to be, must surely depend upon the truth or otherwise of
the resurrection. On that greatest point we are not merely asked
to have faith. In its favor as living truth there exists such an
overwhelming evidence, positive and negative, factual and
circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in the world could fail to
bring in a verdict that the resurrection story is true.9

The Bible is replete with God’s grace. One might easily admit that
the Bible is a book of grace. God begins with His grace in looking upon
Adam and his need for a helpmeet, and He ends the Bible by looking
upon man’s need for salvation and granting it through Jesus Christ.
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CONCLUSION

Thomas Paine said: “My country is the world and my religion is to
do good.”10 I do not doubt the sincerity of the Humanists. They want
goodness for mankind, but they are wrong in thinking man can solve
all of man’s problems and provide for all of his needs. Ralph Waldo
Emerson put it this way, “There is one mind common to all individual
men. Every man is an inlet ... What Plato has thought, he may think;
what a saint has felt, he may feel; what at any time has befallen any
man, he can understand.”11

In 1983, a writer for the official journal of The American Humanist
Association stated:

I am convinced that the battle for humankind’s future must be
waged and won in the public school classroom by teachers who
correctly view their role as the proselytizers of a new faith ... The
classroom must and will become an arena of conflict between
the old and the new; the rotting corpse of Christianity, together
with all its adjacent evils and misery, and the new faith of
Humanism ...12

By the grace of God, may we see Humanism for what it is—the greatest
enemy of Christianity in modern times. Therefore:

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteous-
ness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints (Eph. 6:10-18).

As this chapter comes to its close, consider the following chart that
presents a “one stop” comparison of Christianity and the religion of
Humanism. Hopefully, it will help the reader to see that the Humanists
truly are at war against Christ and Christianity.
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